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Cheadle. 


4th  November,  1952 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Alderley  Edge,  Cheadle  and 
Gatley,  and  Wilmslow,  Urban  District  Councils. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  of 
the  three  sanitary  districts  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1951.  I regret  the  delay,  but  owing  to  my  illness  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  and  the  after  effects,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  complete  it 
sooner. 

The  Report  is  a joint  one  for  the  three  Authorities,  partly  for 
economy’s  sake,  and  partly  as  it  enables  comparisons  to  be  made,  but 
in  doing  this  I would  point  out  that  the  figures  for  none  of  the 
Authorities  are  very  large  and  therefore  caution  should  be  observed 
in  making  conclusions.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  is  a good 
example  being  nil  for  both  Alderley  Edge  and  Wilmslow,  and  2.4  for 
Cheadle  and  Gatley,  due  to  one  death.  A further  example  is  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  for  Alderley  Edge  where  the  rate  for 
legitimate  children  is  45. 

My  portion  of  the  Report  is  considerably  fuller  than  of  recent 
years  as  I had  already  prepared  a considerable  amount  before  the 
end  of  1951. 

The  attention  of  the  Councils  is  drawn  to  the  remarks  about  the 
use  of  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  would 
stress  the  value  of  the  provision  of  the  domiciliary  services  under 
the  National  Health  Services  Act,  and  the  same  Medical  Officer 
being  responsible  locally  for  these  services  as  well  of  those  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  Reports 
which  are  given  after  my  Report.  I would  also  thank  the  Clerks  and 
Surveyors  of  the  Councils  for  their  co-operation  and  finally  the 
members  of  the  various  Health  Committees  for  the  consideration 
and  support  they  have  given  during  1951,  and  also  their  interest  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year  when  I was  unfortunately  away  from  duty. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  G.  ANDERSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
and 

THE  REPORTS  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 
FOR  THE  THREE  URBAN  DISTRICTS  OF 
ALDERLEY  EDGE,  CHEADLE  & GATLEY  AND  WILMSLOW 

STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D.  G.  ANDERSON,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Alderley  Edge. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  B.  BROWN,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Cheadle  and  Gatley. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

T.  HAYES,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

K.  MORGAN,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Wilmslow. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

G.  H.  LANCASTER,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

T.  B.  TREMETHICK,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

All  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  for  the  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Clerical  : 

Joint  with  Divisional  Health  Committee. 

Medical  Officer’s  Office, 

19,  HIGH  STREET,  CHEADLE,  CHESHIRE. 

(Tel.  GATley  3201) 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Offices, 

COUNCIL  OFFICES,  ALDERLEY. 

(Tel.  Alderley  Edge  2150; 

GREEN  HALL,  WILMSLOW. 

(Tel.  Wilmslow  2275) 
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DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  SPECIAL  CAUSES. 


Cancer  (all  ages)  

Alderley  Cheadle  & 
Edge  Gatley 

3 68 

Wilmslow 

34 

Measles  (all  ages)  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  (all  ages)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  (all  ages)  ... 

3 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  ages) 

2 

8 

7 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  (all  ages) 

— 

5 

5 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

— 

4 

1 

Other  Accidents  

— 

5 

7 

There  have  not  been  any  cases  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  area.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  conditions  of 
occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to  have  had  a prejudicial  effect  on 
health. 


COMPARISON  WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Infant 

Mortality 

Alderley  Edge  Urban  District... 

13.8 

12.2 

0.00 

38. 

Cheadle  & Gatley  Urban  Dist. 

12.4 

11.9 

2.40 

22. 

Wilmslow  Urban  District 

10.3 

11.4 

0.00 

38. 

England  and  Wales  

15.5 

12.5 

0.79 

30. 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA. 

(a)  Staff. 

A list  of  staff  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 

Duties  : — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  restricted  from  private  practice, 
and  is  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  three  districts,  which  also  form 
the  area  covered  by  the  Cheadle  and  Wilmslow  Divisional  Health 
Committee  and  by  the  Executive  Committee  for  Education,  of  the 
Cheshire  County  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  being 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  both  these  Committees. 


Sanitary  Inspectors.  All  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  full-time 
in  the  employment  of  the  respective  Councils. 

In  Alderley  Edge  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Rodent  Officer, 
and  is  responsible  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse 
including  salvage. 

In  Cheadle  and  Gatley  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also 
Rodent  Officer,  Hackney  Carriage  Inspector  and  Inspector  under 
the  Petroleum  Acts.  The  Cleansing  Department  is  separate  under  a 
Cleansing  Officer. 

In  Wilmslow,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Rodent  Officer, 
is  responsible  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse,  and 
Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts. 

( b ) Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Monsall  carries  out 
the  greater  part  of  the  work  for  this  area.  A collection  service  is 
available  at  Sharston  Fire  Station  from  Monday  to  Friday.  A very 
small  amount  of  work  is  still  dealt  with  by  the  Pathological 
Department  of  the  Stockport  and  Buxton  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 

The  examinations  done  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  are  for 
the  ascertainment  and  control  of  infectious  diseases  and  the 
examination  of  foods  bacteriologically. 

(c)  Hospitals. 

The  hospitals  are  all  now  under  the  Manchester  Regional  Board, 
but  it  has  made  little  difference  to  the  hospitals  utilised.  The  shortage 
of  maternity  beds  is  dealt  with  in  the  divisional  report. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  water  supply  in  the  area, 
the  main  extensions  being  to  new  houses,  but  in  Wilmslow  the 
number  of  premises  not  connected  to  a main  supply  has  been 
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reduced  from  30  to  28,  in  Alderley  Edge  there  is  one  such  house,  and 
in  Cheadle  and  Gatley  none. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Dearden,  the  Water  Engineer  at  Stockport, 
for  the  following  information  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  No.  2/50.  The  results  of  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examinations  of  the  three  main  supplies  are  given  here- 
with : — 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Aerobic  micro-organisms  growing 
in  yeastral  agar 

in  3 days  at  22°C.  

in  2 days  at  37°C. 

Bacteria  associated  with  sewage  or 
faecal  pollution 

Bacterium  coli  ...  ....  ... 

Probable  number  of  coli-aerogenes 
bacteria  per 

100  c.c.  of  water 
Report 

Chemical  Examination 

Reaction — pH  value 

Colour  in  2 ft.  glass  tube — mm. 

Hazen  solution  ... 

Turbidity — Silica  Standard — 

P-P-m.  


Total  solids  dried  at  110°C. 
Suspended  Solids  dried  at  110°C. 

Free  Acidity  as  CO,  

Free  Alkalinity  as  CaCO, 

Total  Alkalinity  as  CaCO, 
Hardness 

Carbonate  hardness 
Non-carbonate  hardness 

Total  

Combined  Chlorine  (Cl,) 
Nitrates-Nitric  Nitrogen  as  N , ... 
Nitrites-Nitrous  Nitrogen  as  N, 
Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  N, 
Albuminoid  Ammonia  as  N , 
Oxygen  absorbed  test,  4 hours  at 

27°C 

Iron  in  solution  as  Fe 
Total  Iron  as  Fe  ... 

Manganese  as  Mn  

Silica  (SiO,)  

Alumina  A 1,0, 

Alumina  as  Sulphate  of  Alumina  . . . 
Lead  as  Pb  taken  up  in  second 
24  hours 

Reports : 


Goyt  Valley 

Kinder 

Lyme  Park 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

colonies  per 

colonies  per 

colonies  per 

c.c.  of  water 

c.c.  of  water 

c.c.  of  water 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

Not  found  in 

Not  found  in 

Not  found  in 

100  c.c. 

100  c.c. 

100  c.c. 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

8.12 

7.14 

7.90 

9 

8 

5 

0.2 

0.4 

less  than  0.1 

Parts  per 

Parts  per 

Parts  per 

million 

million 

million 

0.4 

1.2 

1.2 

16.9 

10.1 

15.3 

17 

10 

15 

28 

24 

40 

45 

34 

55 

10.5 

11.5 

14.5 

0.22 

0.24 

0.20 

0.003 

0.001 

0.002 

0.044 

0.102 

0.063 

0.049 

0.052 

0.059 

0.74 

0.63 

0.70 

0.06 

0.03 

0.03 

7.0 

9.0 

5.0 

0.30 

0.48 

0.16 

2.1 

3.4 

1.1 

0.55 

0.90 

0.40 

Satisfactory — Satisfactory — Satisfactory — 
Fluoride  Fluoride  Fluoride 
content  being  content  being  content  being 
0.40  p.p.m.  0.35  p.p.m.  0.30  p.p.m. 
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(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been  no  major  works  of  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal 
in  any  of  the  three  districts  during  the  year,  but  special  consideration 
has  been  given  to  the  sewerage  systems  in  all  three  districts  and  to 
disposal  in  Alderley  Edge  and  Wilmslow. 

In  Cheadle  and  Gatley  there  is  a trunk  sewer  which  also  takes 
sewage  from  the  Hazel  Grove  and  Bramhall  Urban  District  to  the 
sewers  of  the  Manchester  Corporation  for  final  disposal  at  Davy- 
hulme.  Apart  from  this  the  entire  system  of  sewerage  is  under 
consideration  by  a drainage  sub-committee  as  there  is  surcharging 
of  the  sewer  in  various  districts,  especially  part  of  Cheadle  Hulme. 
This  is  due  particularly  to  surface  water,  and  improvements  are  at 
present  in  progress. 

The  sewage  works  at  Alderley  Edge  are  old  fashioned  and 
inadequate  for  the  district,  while  at  Wilmslow  the  southern  works 
are  inadequate  and  worn  out.  A joint  scheme  has  been  agreed  upon 
between  the  two  districts  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  Alderley  Edge,  the 
Southern  drainage  area  of  Wilmslow  and  a portion  of  the  Macclesfield 
Rural  District,  by  a joint  works  close  to  the  existing  Alderley  works. 

The  Wilmslow  Northern  Sewage  Works  are  at  present  only  just 
adequate  for  the  portion  of  the  district  draining  to  them.  The  works 
consist  of  bacterial  filter  beds  with  the  necessary  sedimentation  and 
humus  tanks. 

The  sewers  in  Alderley  Edge  admit  a great  amount  of  surface 
water,  this  adds  to  the  overloading  of  the  works  and  is  being 
investigated. 

In  Wilmslow  the  sewers  in  the  Southern  drainage  area  are  not 
in  a satisfactory  condition.  A scheme  for  dealing  with  this  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry,  though  no  starting  date  had  been  given  up 
to  the  end  of  1951. 

Styal  and  Morley  are  both  unsewered  and  consideration  is  being 
given  to  the  possibility  of  sewering  a large  portion  of  Styal,  and 
bringing  the  sewage  to  the  Northern  Works.  A small  sewage  works 
at  Styal  has  also  been  suggested  but  such  small  works  are  apt  to  be 
expensive  and  more  difficult  to  keep  in  good  condition. 

( c ) Public  Cleansing. 

At  Alderley  Edge  the  cleansing  and  salvage  are  under  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  A weekly  collection  has  been  maintained  otherwise  than  in 
exceptional  circumstances. 

At  Cheadle  and  Gatley  there  is  a Cleansing  Supervisor.  A weekly 
collection  has  been  maintained.  Methods  of  improving  the  tip 
were  under  consideration,  the  main  difficulties  being  the  provision  of 
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proper  covering,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  tip  in  a satisfactory  state 
with  the  labour  available. 

At  Wilmslow  the  work  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  a weekly  collection  was  maintained.  The 
larger  carrying  capacity  of  the  vehicles  has  proved  of  great  value  in 
this  respect  as  many  parts  of  the  district  require  long  hauls  to  the  tip> 

(d)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  reports  of  the  respective  officers  are  appended  hereto. 

( e ) Disinfestation. 

There  has  been  one  case  of  bed  bug  infestation,  not  Council 
property,  in  the  three  districts. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING. 

Existing  Houses. 

In  all  three  districts  work  on  these  has  been  very  much  restricted. 
Little  use  has  so  far  been  made  of  the  provisions  of  the  1 949  Housing 
Act  for  the  improvement  of  accommodation.  Action  under  the 
earlier  Housing  Acts  is  very  difficult.  A large  number  of  sub- 
standard houses  would  have  come  up  for  action  if  the  clearance 
area  procedure  could  still  be  adopted,  but  the  condition  of  most  of 
the  houses  is  considerably  better  than  in  the  bad  areas  of  densely 
urbanised  areas.  It  is  a pity  that  conditions  are  such  that  even  in 
areas  of  this  character  there  is  a steady  deterioration  and  more  and 
more  houses  are  becoming  unfit  for  repair  at  a reasonable  cost. 


New  Houses  (Since  1945). 


Council 

Houses  completed  : Permanent 
Temporary 

Houses  under  construction  : Permanent 

Temporary 

Houses  authorised  but  not  yet  com- 
menced ... 


Total 


Private  Enterprise 

Houses  completed  

Houses  under  construction 
Houses  for  which  licences  had  been  issued 
but  not  yet  commenced 


Total 


Alder  ley 

Cheadle  & 

Edge 

Gatley 

Wilmslow 

199 

504 

300x 

— 

44 

40 

172 

34 

— 

60 

74 

199 

780 

448 

24 

195 

103 

1 

1 

10 

1 

nil 

1 

26 

196 

114 

x Also  eight  flats— conversions  in  Wilmslow— previously  four  dwellings. 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  Councils  are  now  concerned  solely  with  the  distribution  of 
milk  other  than  direct  from  farms.  The  farms,  especially  in  the 
Wilmslow  and  Alderley  Edge  area,  are  now  much  less  frequently 
inspected  than  they  were  previously;  in  fact,  many  of  the  producers 
state  that  they  have  not  yet  been  visited  since  the  powers  of  inspection 
were  withdrawn  from  the  District  Councils  in  October,  1949.  This 
was  stated  in  my  Annual  Report  for  last  year,  and  the  remarks  as  to 
the  frequency  of  inspection  still  hold. 

The  reports  of  the  samples  taken  of  milk  for  retail  distribution 
are  given  in  the  respective  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Reports. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  milk  is  fairly  satisfactory  but  the  number 
of  positive  tuberculous  specimens  is  still  disquieting,  and  points  to 
the  necessity  for  pasteurisation,  or  the  use  of  milk  from  tuberculin 
tested  herds. 

Action  has  been  taken  in  Wilmslow  under  the  powers  given  by  the 
Regulations  for  tuberculous  milk  to  be  pasteurised  before  sale  ; 
these  being  cases  in  which  the  producer  had  his  farm  in  the  Urban 
District.  In  other  cases  it  was  referred  to  the  district  in  which  the 
milk  was  produced. 

(i b ) Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  methods  of  dealing  with  meat. 


(c)  Adulteration,  etc. 


No.  of 
Samples 

Reported 

Against 

1950 

No.  of 
Samples 

1951 

Reported 

Against 

Alderley  Edge 

Milks 

6 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Other  Foods  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cheadle  and  Gatley 

Milks 

45 

3 

48 

Nil 

Other  Foods  ... 

Wilmslow 

14 

Nil 

7 

1 

Milks  ... 

30 

1 

24 

Nil 

Other  Foods 

16 

Nil 

12 

1 

This  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Depart- 
ment of  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and  I am  indebted  to  Mr. 
Stacey  Hallard,  M.I.W.M.A.,  Chief  Inspector,  for  the  above 
information.  He  also  points  out,  and  I agree,  that  it  is  very  satisfactory 
to  note  that  out  of  the  total  of  78  milks  obtained  all  were  found  to 
comply  with  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Alderley  Edge 


Wilmslow 


Original 

Corrected 

Original 

Corrected 

Original 

Corrected 

Scarlet  fever  ... 
Whooping 

5 

5 

45 

45 

41 

41 

Cough 

30 

30 

93 

93 

44 

44 

Measles 

8 

8 

297 

297 

198 

198 

Pneumonia 
Acute  Poliomye- 

3 

3 

30 

30 

28 

28 

litis  (Paralytic) 
Erysipelas 
Acute  Encepha- 
litis (post  in- 
fection) 
Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning 


47 


1 

10 

7 


10 

6 


47 


485 


483 


312 


312 


NOTE.  The  Wilmslow  figures  include  non-civilian  cases. 


The  10  cases  of  Dysentery  in  Cheadle  were  of  a very  mild 
type  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  bacteriological  examination 
they  would  not  have  been  recognised  as  such. 


( b ) Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  1951  there  were  notified  for  the  first  time 
the  following  cases  of  tuberculosis  :- 

Pulmonary  Non- Pulmonary 

Males  Females  Total  Males  Females  Total 
Alderley  Edge  2 2 

Cheadle  & Gatley 11  6 17  2 1 3 

Wilmslow  4 2 6 — 2 2 

There  was  only  one  death  from  tuberculosis  which  had  not 
been  notified.  This  death  was  one  of  miliary  tuberculosis,  and 
the  diagnosis  was  made  post  mortem. 
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SECTION  G. 


Factories  Act,  1938. 

The  following  are  those  portions  of  the  return  made  under 
Section  128  (3)  for  which  there  were  figures  recorded  : — 

Part  I of  the  Act. 

1 . — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  : — 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Ins- 

pections 

No  . of 
written 
notices 

Owners 

Prose- 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

A.E. 

11 

11 

2 

C.  & G. 

95 

81 

5 

— 

W. 

44 

4 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

A.E. 

24 

45 

2 

C.  & G. 

56 

107 

8 

— 

W. 

71 

35 

2 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises). 

A.E. 

C.  & G. 

43 

76 

11 

— 

W. 

3 

27 

_ 

— — 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 

Referred 
by  H.M. 

Found  Remedied  Ins- 
pector 

..  A.E.  1 1 — 

C.  & G.  18  18  — 

W.  — — — 


Particulars. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.I.) 


Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 


...  A.E. 

C.  & G. 
W. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  A.E. 

C.  & G. 
W. 


3 

2 

2 


3 

2 


OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Alderley  Edge  - 4 making  wearing  apparel. 
Cheadle  and  Gatley  - Nil. 

Wilmslow  - Nil. 
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SECTION  H. 


ACTION  UNDER  SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE 

ACT,  1948. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  use  the  above  powers.  It 
was  contemplated  in  two  cases,  one  at  Alderley  Edge,  and  one  in 
Cheadle  and  Gatley.  In  both  cases,  though,  a sudden  exacerbation 
of  the  illness  resulted  in  the  person  voluntarily  entering  hospital, 
and  remaining  in  the  institution  after  partial  recovery. 

A further  case  in  Cheadle  and  Gatley  was  met  by  providing 
part-time  domestic  help  in  the  house.  This  was  an  extreme  case 
but  undoubtedly  others  helped  in  this  way  would  develop  into  cases 
needing  removal,  and  some  would  be  unwilling  to  enter  an 
institution. 


SECTION  I. 

BLOOD  TRANSFUSION  SERVICE. 

This  is  not  part  of  the  Local  Health  Service,  but  as  the  original 
sessions  were  in  connection  with  the  Health  Department,  Mr.  Barber, 
the  Regional  Organiser,  has  kindly  let  me  have  the  following  figures. 
This  service  is  still  badly  in  need  of  donors.  Blood  transfusion  is 
proving  of  value  in  more  and  more  types  of  disease  and  injury. 


No.  of 

Donors 

Donors 

Blood 

Place 

Sessions 

Called 

Attended 

Collected 

Alderley  Edge  . . . 

2 

195 

77 

(pints) 

73 

Cheadle  & Gatley 

4 

1036 

494 

473 

Cheadle  Hulme 

2 

308 

147 

143 

Wilmslow 

2 

200 

161 

158 

Totals  

10 

1739 

879 

847 

3 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951. 


Alderley 

Edge 


Cheadle 

and 

Gatley 


Wilmslow 


M.  F. 


M.  F. 


M.  F. 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria  

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

8.  Measles  

9.  Other  infective  and  parasiti 

diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasm  ... 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes  

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

22.  Influenza  

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis  

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congential  malformations  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide  

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES 


- 

4 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 





— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

1 



1 

6 

2 

3 

1 



— 

6 

2 

7 

1 

_ __ 

___ 

— 

3 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

_ 

2 

16 

7 

10 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

19 

39 

13 

25 

1 

4 

40 

9 

19 

12 

2 

1 

3 

11 

3 

1 

4 

10 

29 

34 

15 

14 

2 

2 

10 

9 

4 

10 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

6 

2 

5 

2 

1 

2 

16 

14 

2 

4 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- 



1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1 

5 

16 

24 

21 

10 

- 



4 

— 

1 

— 

__ 

— 

1 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ‘ 

1 

17 

39 

194 

172 

121 

99 

wnxp  The  reference  number  given  refers  to  the  Registrar-General’s  Short 
N°TE.-The  sixth  (1948)  Revision  of  the  lntemattonal  L.st  of 

Causes  of  Death. 
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ALDERLEY  EDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Alderley  Edge  Urban  District  Council. 


January,  1952. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Section  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year  1951. 

The  main  branches  of  the  work  have  been  placed  under  separate 
headings  with  statistical  tables,  and  comments  made  where  necessary. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  your  support  and  con- 
sideration, also,  I thank  all  the  Officials  of  the  Council  for  their  help 
and  co-operation. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  B.  BROWN, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Total 
No.  of 

Classification  Inspections 

and 
Revisits 

Informal 

Notices 

Served 

Informal 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

Statutory 

Notices 

Served 

Statutory 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

42 

6 

6 

■ 

Ashbins  ... 

99 

17 

16 

2 

1 

Bakehouses  

20 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Brook  Courses 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butchers 

53 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Caravans... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cooked  Meat  Premises... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage 

56 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Dwellings  : 

P.H.  Act  

116 

29 

24 

1 



Dwellings  : 

Housing  A 

25 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Factories... 

56 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Fish  Frying  

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  and  Greengrocery 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flooding 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals  and 
Poultry  

20 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Milk  Distributions 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Shops  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  

9 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Food  Premises  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

Outworkers 

10 

— 

— 

— 

' ' 

Ovei  crowding 

3 

— 

— 

1 

Provisions 

31 

4 

4 

Public  Cleansing 

(a)  Refuse  Disposal 

158 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Refuse  Collection 

71 

— 

— — 

(c)  Salvage 

205 

— 

— 

Rag  Flock  Premises 

3 

— 

— 

Restaurant  and  Other 
Kitchens 

26 

5 

4 

— 

' — 

Rodent  Control... 

231 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

44 

4 

4 

Schools 

2 

— 

— 

" 

Sewage  Works  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Shops  Act  

18 

1 

Slaughterhouses 

3 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

1 

— 

Stables 

2 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises  . . . 

11 

— 

■ 

Water  Supplies 

4 

— — 

" 

Workplaces  

2 

Totals 

1434 

90 

83 

3 

1 
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HOUSING. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
which  refers  to  clearance  areas  and  there  has  been  no  guidance  from 
the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  this  problem  of 
dealing  with  sub-standard  houses.  I do  not  think  that  action  will  be 
likely  within  the  next  few  years  unless  the  economic  position  of  the 
country  as  a whole  improves  considerably.  Where  complaints  have 
been  received,  essential  repairs  have  been  executed.  In  the  case  of 
one  unoccupied  house,  consideration  was  given  to  the  making  of  a 
demolition  order.  The  Owner,  however,  submitted  an  undertaking 
to  render  the  house  fit  for  habitation  and  this  undertaking  was 
accepted. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

(1)  There  are  in  the  Urban  Area,  the  following  premises  where  food 


is  prepared,  stored  and  sold  : 

Bakehouses  ...  7 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cooked  Meat  Manufacturers  ...  2 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  3 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Hotel  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Cream  Makers  ...  ...  1 

Ice  Cream  Dealers  10 

Restaurant  Kitchens  ...  ...  4 

School  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  4 

Provision  Shops ...  15 

Wet  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  3 


These  food  premises  have  been  inspected  at  regular  intervals. 

The  Ministry  of  Food’s  Model  Bye-laws,  which  were  adopted  by 
the  Council  last  year,  have  strengthened  somewhat,  the  powers 
given  by  the  main  statute  of  1938.  During  routine  visits  to  food 
premises,  the  Bye-laws  have  been  enforced  and  improvements  have 
resulted.  For  example,  dirty  foods  such  as  potatoes,  which  were 
found  in  close  proximity  to  bread,  bacon,  etc.,  have  been  separated. 

The  importance  of  sterilisation  of  utensils  used  in  food 
preparation,  particularly  in  the  case  of  mincing  and  filling  machines 
used  for  raw  meat  products,  has  been  stressed  upon  occupiers.  It  is 
f°  j regretted  that  the  Bye-laws  do  not  prohibit  smoking  amongst 
food  handlers,  and  dogs  being  allowed  inside  food  shops.  Next  year, 
printed  notices  will  be  available  for  display  in  shops,  requesting 
customers  to  leave  their  dogs  outside  the  shop. 

Knowledge  of  elementary  hygiene  is  essential,  not  only  to  persons 
engaged  in  handling  food,  but  to  the  general  public  and  advances  are 
eing  made  in  this  direction  by  educational  propaganda  on  a national 
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(2)  Food  Surrendered. 


Type  of 

Reasons  for 

Weight 

Food 

Condemnation 

lbs. 

Tinned  Goods 

Blown  or 
Damaged 

150 

Butter 

Rancidity 

and  Mould 

112 

Bovine  Liver  ... 

Distomatosis 

16 

Beef  

Bruising 

15 

TOTAL 

293 

Shell  Eggs 

Decomposition 

2\  doz. 

(3)  Animals  Inspected  at  time  of  Slaughter. 

Pigs  (No  evidence  of  disease)  ...  3 

(4)  Slaughtermans’  Licences  Issued. 

NIL 

(5)  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Ice  Cream. 

No.  of  Grade  Grade  Grade  Grade 

Samples  12  3 4 

10  10  — — — 

There  is  only  one  Manufacturer  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  district,  all 
other  dealers  obtain  supplies  from  manufacturers  outside  the  area. 
Whilst  it  is  realised  that  judgment  of  cleanliness  cannot  rest  on  the 
laboratory  reports  of  single  samples,  the  above  results  are  very 
satisfactory. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  five  dairy  farms  situate  in  the  Urban  Area  are  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Area  Milk  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries. 

There  are  no  dairies  in  the  Urban  District. 

Retail  Distributors 10 

Wholesale  Distributors  2 

Milk  Shops 1 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  : 

Number  of  Supplementary  licences  issued  : 

Sterilised  Milk  2 

Pasteurised  Milk  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised)  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Accredited 1 

Number  of  Dealers’  licences  issued  : 

Sterilised  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  1 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 


Class  of 
Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Raw  (Ungraded) 

6 

4 

2 

■ — 

— 

Raw  (Designated) 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Heat  Treated 

12 

8 

1 

10 

— 

Totals  ... 

26 

20 

3 

10 

— 

Class  of 
Milk 

Turbidity 

T uberculosis 

Pass  Fail 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Raw  (Ungraded)  . . . 

— — 

5 

1 

Raw  (Designated) . . . 

— — 

8 

— 

Heat  Treated 

2 — 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

2 — 

13 

1 

The  sample  of  milk  in  which  tuberculosis  infection  was  found,  was 
taken  from  a dairyman  in  the  Wilmslow  area,  who  supplies  a few 
houses  in  Alderley  Edge.  The  milk  was  traced  to  a farm  in  Prestbury 
parish.  The  veterinary  reports  revealed  that  one  cow  had  been  sent 
for  slaughter  since  the  original  sample  was  taken  and  group  samples 
taken  from  the  herd  proved  to  be  negative.  Immediately  tuberculous 
infection  was  found,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  served  notice  on 
the  Dairyman  to  pasteurise  all  milk  and  this  was  done  until  the 
clearance  certificates  were  received  from  the  Veterinary  Officer. 

In  the  case  of  the  two  samples  of  raw  ungraded  milk  which  failed 
to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test  for  designated  milk,  the  Area 
Milk  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  was 
immediately  notified.  Both  samples  were  taken  from  the  same 
Producer-Retailer. 

No  formal  action  could  be  taken  on  the  unsatisfactory  sample  of 
heat  treated  milk  because  the  atmospheric  temperature,  when  the 
milk  reached  the  laboratory  was  over  70°F.  Nevertheless,  the 
Manager  in  charge  of  the  pasteurisation  plant  and  the  County  Medical 
Officer  were  notified. 
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RAG  FLOCK. 

The  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951,  which 
became  operative  during  the  year,  makes  registration  of  premises 
where  filling  materials  are  used,  obligatory.  No  registration  is 
required,  however,  where  articles  are  re-made  or  reconditioned,  and 
this  omission  has  been  the  subject  of  much  criticism. 

There  is  only  one  factory  in  the  area  to  which  the  Act  applies  and 
this  factory  has  been  duly  registered. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

One  trained  part-time  operative  is  employed  and  the  methods 
used  are  those  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
The  infestations,  with  one  exception,  were  all  minor  in  character. 

The  Council  receives  a 50%  grant  of  approved  expenditure  from 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  done  by  the  rodent 
operative  during  the  year. 


Type  of 
Property 

Infestation 
suspected  or 
notified  by 
occupier 

Infestation 

discovered 

by 

Inspection 

No.  of 
Properties 
Inspected 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
ions  made 

No.  of 
Treatments 
undertaken 

Local  Authority 
Properties  (In- 
cluding tips)  ... 

4 

11 

15 

45 

15 

Dwellings 

13 

15 

52 

107 

20 

Business 

Premises 

11 

16 

38 

90 

24 

Agricultural 

Premises 

1 

1 

7 

13 

2 

TOTALS  ... 

29 

43 

112 

255 

61 

SHOPS  INSPECTION. 


As  Sanitary  Authority,  this  Council  is  responsible  only  for 
enforcing  certain  provisions  of  S.38  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  which 
relate  to  Heating,  Ventilation  and  Sanitary  Conveniences.  The 
Local  Authority  (i.e.  the  County  Council),  is  responsible  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  remainder  of  the  Act.  During  the  year,  the  shops 
have  been  inspected  where  necessary. 

No.  of  Combined  Dwellings  and  Shops  ...  ...  46 

No.  of  Lock-up  Shops 43 

Total 89 

No.  of  Shops  where  assistants  are  employed  ... 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Refuse  Collections. 

As  previously  reported,  a major  overhaul  of  the  Karrier  Bantam 
2-Tonner  was  contemplated  and  estimates  were  obtained.  It  was 
decided,  however,  to  purchase  a new  and  larger  type  of  refuse 
collector.  This  decision  was  reached  after  the  following  points  were 
closely  studied.  The  high  cost  of  a complete  overhaul  to  the 
existing  vehicle,  the  increased  distance  to  the  new  disposal  site  and 
the  consequent  necessity  for  haulage  time  to  be  minimized.  Tenders 
were  obtained  from  leading  manufacturers  and  the  choice  of  a Dennis 
10  cubic  yard  side  loading  3/4  Tonner,  was  made.  The  Dennis  was 
delivered  at  the  end  of  August  and  immediately  put  into  use.  At  the 
time  of  writing,  its  performance  had  been  wholly  satisfactory.  The 
inclusive  purchase  price  of  the  Dennis  was  £1,125.  The  Karrier 
Bantam  was  offered  for  sale  by  tender  and  £70  was  realized. 

A weekly  service  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
except  for  a few  minor  delays.  The  team  consists  of  a driver /loader 
and  two  ash  binmen.  A spare  driver-binman  is  available  when 
necessary.  Collections  are  normally  completed  on  Friday  evenings, 
thus  allowing  the  half-day  Saturday  for  cleaning  and  maintenance 
of  the  vehicle,  and  work  in  the  depot. 

The  Service  has  functioned  creditably  and  there  were  very  few 
complaints  received.  The  refuse  collectors  have  worked  well 
together  and  their  efforts  to  make  the  service  a success  are  worthy  of 
praise. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  tips  at  the  rear  of  the  Circuit  was  filled  and  closed  on  April 
20th,  after  being  in  use  for  almost  a year.  Many  possible  sites  were 
inspected  but  in  most  cases  were  too  small.  Through  the  courtesy 
of  the  Macclesfield  Rural  District  Council  and  the  tenant  farmer, 
Mr.  Pimlott,  tipping  was  commenced  on  April  23rd,  1951,  on  land 
at  the  rear  of  Lower  House  Farm,  Mottram  St.  Andrews,  two  miles 
distance  from  the  urban  centre.  Two  sites  are  in  use  at  this  farm, 
consisting  of  stagnant  ponds  having  no  agricultural  value.  One  site 
is  used  during  the  winter  months  and  a sleeper  road  has  been  laid 
to  this  tip.  The  other  site  is  more  distant  from  the  farm  and  is  used 
during  dry  periods.  Other  sites  will  be  available  in  the  future  but 
access  to  them  will  prove  to  be  a difficulty. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  weigh  all  the  refuse  removed  but  the 
following  estimations  have  been  reached  on  average  summer  and 
winter  weights. 

Approximately  1,180  tons  were  disposed  of  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  1,200  tons  during  1950. 
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SALVAGE. 


The  year  1951  has  been  highly  satisfactory  both  as  regards  the 
weight  of  waste  paper  collected  and  the  attractive  price  received. 
The  glut  of  waste  paper  experienced  in  1949-50  brought  down  the 
price  to  as  low  as  £ 3 15s.  Od.  per  ton.  By  January,  1951,  market 
conditions  had  improved  and  mixed  waste  paper  was  realizing  £11 
per  ton.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  price  was  £16  per  ton.  I do  not 
think  that  the  present  high  price  level  will  be  maintained  for  a long 
term  because  supplies  are  increasing  as  more  local  authorities  come 
into  the  market.  Conversely,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  slump  in  prices 
experienced  in  1949-50  will  be  repeated.  The  re-armament  programme 
should  produce  a steady  demand  and  in  consequence  obviate  violent 
price  fluctuations.  The  following  table  shows  a steady  increase  in 
tonnage  collected  since  1947.  During  the  year  the  county  school 
began  weekly  collections  of  newspapers  and  magazines,  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  which  being  used  to  purchase  games  equipment. 
Admirable  as  this  arrangement  may  appear,  I feel  that  the  Council’s 
collections  would  have  been  much  higher,  for  most  of  this  paper 
taken  weekly  to  the  school  by  the  scholars,  would  have  found  its 
way  to  the  Council’s  depot. 


Government 

Incentive 

Year 

Weight 

Value 

Bonus 

Bonus  paid 

T.  C. 

Q. 

received 

to  Binmen 

£ s.  d. 

l s. 

d. 

£ s.  d 

1947  .:. 

35  0 

0 

221  6 6 

13  10 

0 

— 

1948  ... 

38  18 

3 

248  18  6 

7 14 

5 

28  3 0 

1949  ... 

41  1 

3 

211  0 11 

25  10 

6 

30  17  0 

1950 

46  6 

3 

248  10  6 

— 

40  3 0 

1951 

52  2 

1* 

731  11  10 

— 

46  19  0 

OTHER 

SALVAGE 

SOLD  DURING 

THE 

YEAR 

T ype  of 

Weight 

Value 

Material 

T.  C.  Q. 

£ 

s.  d. 

Scrap  Metal 

, 

. . 

1 14  0 

5 

18  10 

Rags 

. 

. . 

2 

2 

14  9 

Strings 

• • 

2 * 

1 

7 7 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Your  Medical  Officer  has  reported  that  all  the  houses  in  the  area 
are  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Stockport  Corporation,  with  the 
exception  of  an  isolated  small-holding  on  the  perimeter  of  the  district. 

This  house  is  supplied  by  a well  from  which  water  is  pumped  to  a 
storage  tank  inside  the  premises. 

A farm  on  the  outskirts  of  the  district,  although  having  a main 
supply  has,  during  the  year,  been  drawing  water  from  a well  because, 
the  main  supply  is  poor  in  quantity  and  contains  iron  oxide  in 
suspension.  These  two  cases  will  be  more  fully  reported  on  next 
year. 

A routine  bacteriological  sample  of  the  main  supply  taken  during 
the  year  was  quite  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  stand  pipes  in  the  district. 
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CHEADLE  & GATLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Department, 

High  Street, 

Cheadle. 


August,  1952. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1951. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  work  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year  1951. 

There  are  no  items  which  call  for  special  comment. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  HAYES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Nature  of  Inspections 

No.  of 
visits 

Informal 

Notices 

Served 

Informal 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

Statutory  Statutory 
Notices  Notices 
Served  Complied 
with 

Housing 

Houses  inspected  under 
P.H.A 

612 

217 

216 

1 

1 

Re-inspections  under 
P.H.A 

437 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Houses  inspected  under 
Housing  Acts  

62 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re-Inspections  under 
Housing  Acts  ... 

39 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General 

Infectious  Disease 

93 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Supply  

5 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ... 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

99 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces . . . 

264 

24 

24 

— 

— 

Shops  Acts 

73 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Acts 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

243 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

113 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Places  of  Public  Enter- 
tainment, Public 
Houses,  etc. 

27 

6 

6 

Verminous  Premises 

46 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  17 









Butcher’s  Shops  and  Stalls 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wet  Fish  Shops  

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Food  Shops 

123 

8 

8 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

72 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and 
Milkshops 

85 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

2742 

285 

254 

1 

1 

During  the  year  defects  in  houses  which  were  of  a reasonable 
standard  were  repaired  promptly  by  the  owners  concerned.  Houses 
which  are  very  much  sub-standard,  and  will  become  the  subject  of 
Clearance  Order  procedure  in  the  future,  have  deteriorated  still 
further — the  owners  being  concerned  mainly  (having  regard  to  the 
low  rentals  at  which  these  houses  are  let)  in  maintaining  them  in  a 
wind  and  weatherproof  condition. 

There  have  been  no  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  under  the 
terms  of  the  Housing  Act  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Under  the  above  Act,  considerable  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
your  Council’s  Rodent  Operative.  A free  service  is  available  to  the 
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occupiers  of  all  dwelling  houses,  and  in  the  case  of  business  premises  I 
have  found  the  occupiers  always  willing  to  co-operate  and  give  the 
Operative  free  access  for  the  purpose  of  survey,  examination  and 
subsequent  treatment — if  found  necessary.  All  the  business  premises 
pay  for  the  treatments,  and  large  works  are  dealt  with  under  annual 
agreements. 

The  sewerage  system  in  the  district  was  again  found  to  be  free 
from  infestation,  upon  carrying  out  a 10%  test  baiting,  as  required 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

There  were  no  serious  cases  of  major  infestation  in  any  part  of 
the  district. 


The  following  is  the  statistical  record  as  supplied  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  for  the  year  1951  : — 


Type  of  Property 

* 

All  other 

Local 

Dwelling 

Agri- 

( including 

Total 

Authority 

Houses 

cultural 

Business 
and  In- 
dustrial ) 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1951 
as  a result  (a)  of . . . 

(a)  4 

183 

2 

29 

218 

notification  or  (b)  by 
the  Rodent  Operative. 

(b)  12 

133 

3 

17 

165 

Number  of  properties 

Major 

: 

found  to  be  infested  by 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

rats  

4 

Minor 

172 

3 

20 

199 

Number  of  properties 
found  to  be  seriously 
infested  by  mice ... 

2 

32 

0 

14 

48 

Number  of  properties 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

6 

204 

3 

34 

247 

Disinfestation. 

Several  properties  have  been  treated  with  various  commercial 
solutions  for  the  elimination  of  minor  infestations  of  bugs,  (one)  fleas 
or  cockroaches.  These  treatments  were  found  to  be  effective  without 
having  to  resort  to  treatments  by  a cyanide  process. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  in  the  district  under  the  Self 
Suppliers  of  Pigs  Scheme  operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  less 
than  in  previous  years,  the  actual  number  being  twenty-one.  They 
were  all  found  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  consumption. 

The  food  and  provision  shops  in  the  district  have  been  inspected 
regularly,  and  during  these  visits  the  following  items  were  all 
condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 
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M eat  condemned  during  the  year 

Part  hind  quarter 

One  fore  quarter 

Two  ox  heads 
Three  beast  heads 

Other  Food  condemned  : 

Bacon  

Butter  

Tinned  chicken  ... 

Tinned  pork  

Tinned  veal 
Tinned  ham 


Weight 
...  24  lbs. 

...  20  „ 


57  lbs.  14  ozs. 

2\  lbs. 

6 tins,  weight  23  lbs.  2 ozs. 
5 tins,  weight  24  lbs,  1 oz. 

17  tins,  weight  58  lbs. 

40  tins,  weight  501  lbs.  4 ozs. 


Assorted  tinned  products  : 


Tomatoes 

...  ... 

18  tins 

Spaghetti 

11  „ 

Assorted  vegetables 

9 „ 

Assorted  fruits  

68  „ 

Marmalade 

1 „ 

Pilchards 

5 „ 

Peas  

16  „ 

Rabbit  

1 „ 

Milk  

25  „ 

Luncheon  meats  ... 

20  „ 

Wrapped  Swiss  Rolls 

13  „ 

Soup  

5 „ 

Pudding 

1 „ 

Kidneys  

>»  . . ... 

10  „ 

Sardines  ... 

2 „ 

Macaroni 

98  „ 

Shrimps 

Assorted  chocolate  bars 

...”  85 

1 „ 

Semolina 

1 packet,  weight 

Porridge  oats  

Pickles  

1 packet,  weight 
1 jar. 

Milk  Sampling. 

Attached  hereto  is  a table  setting  out  the  numbers  and  types  of 
milk  which  were  submitted  for  the  examinations  as  shown  in  the  table. 
It  will  be  noted  from  this  that  thirty-eight  of  these  samples  were 
submitted  for  biological  examination  for  the  presence  or  absence  of 
tubercle  bacilli,  as  against  twenty-eight  in  1950.  Three  of  the  thirty- 
eight  were  reported  upon  as  having  tubercle  bacilli  present,  com- 
pared with  four  in  1950. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations. 

Twenty-six  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  examin- 
ation, and  of  these  twenty-two  were  Grade  I and  four  were 
Grade  II. 
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TOTAL  

Pasteurised 
T.T.  Pasteurised 
Sterilized  ... 
Tuberculin-Tested 

Ungraded  

Accredited 

Type  of 
Milk 

to  -o 

o OJ  \Jl  © 

Total 

Samples 

Sub- 

mitted 

>— * 
O 

^ M I -J 

i—  o 1 ui  o 

Total 

Methylene  Blue 
(Keeping  Quality) 

1 • 

►—* 

H-* 

On 

W *-*  I On 

►-»  tO  ►—  | LTl  <1 

Satisfactory 

to 

4* 

to  \o  1 1 w 

Not 

Satisfactory 

<1 

ON 

h-  1 I 1 en  o 

Total 

ON 

70 

5 

1 

Satisfactory 

?|f 

HqH. 
3 § | 

| M 
s.-< 

1 

! 1 1 1 1 1 

Not 

Satisfactory 

Oi 

00 

U>  1 1 

t— ‘ o On  1 ►—  1 

Total 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

OJ 

U1 

H"  M O'  I—  1 

Absent 

U) 

1 W 1 1 1 1 

Present 

1 1 1 W 1 1 

Satisfactory 

Turbidity 

Test 

. 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

Not 

Satisfactory 
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WILMSLOW  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Green  Hall, 

Wilmslow. 

May,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wilmslow  Urban 
District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1951. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year  1951.  The  details  of 
the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  are  given  in  the  body  of  the 
Report. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  area  can  be  said  to  reach  a 
reasonably  high  standard,  but  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  there  are  still  a small  number  of  occupied  houses  which  are  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  and  which  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  deal 
with  under  the  Housing  Acts,  because  of  the  absence  of  alternative 
accommodation.  As  soon  as  it  is  felt  that  some  houses  can  be  allocated 
for  this  purpose,  steps  should  be  taken  to  obtain  the  demolition  of 
the  unfit  dwellings.  I also  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  sewerage 
of  Styal  and  Morley  will  allow  the  use  of  the  majority  of  the  pail 
closets  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  at  the  same  time  solve  many  other 
drainage  problems. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  in  inspecting  food 
premises,  and  advising  food  handlers  in  connection  with  the  new 
Bye-laws. 

I again  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  support, 
and  also  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  given 
by  my  staff  and  other  officers  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

• ... 

G.  H.  LANCASTER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Nature  of  Inspections. 

No.  of 

Informal 

Notices 

Informal 

Notices 

Statutory  Statutory 
Notices  Notices 

Visits 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

Housing. 

Houses  inspected  under 
P.H.A 

418 

72 

with 

71 

2 

with 

2 

Re-inspections  under 
P.H.A 

312 

_ 

Houses  inspected  under 
Housing  Acts 

15 

1 

1 

Re-inspections  under 
Housing  Acts 

18 

— 

— 





General 

Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal 

131 

42 

39 

5 

5 

Infectious  Disease 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Supply  ... 

47 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

61 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . . 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations  ... 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Work- 
places 

17 

2 

2 

__ 



Shops  Act 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Acts 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Special  Visits  ... 

107 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruc- 
tion   

62 

32 

32 

36 

36 

Places  of  Public  Enter- 
tainment, Public 
Houses,  etc 

13 

2 

1 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Slaughterhouses  ...  72 

_ 



__ 



Butcher’s  Shops  and 
Stalls 

18 

1 







Wet  Fish  Shops 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

9 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Other  Food  Shops 

192 

9 

15 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

27 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Restaurant  Kitchens  ... 

49 

6 

5 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

103 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and 
Milkshops  ... 

51 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1,866 

172 

172 

45 

45 
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COMPLAINTS. 


The  Complaints  registered  during  the  year  numbered  250  and 
are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Defective  Housing  Conditions 
Dampness 

Choked  and  Defective  Drains,  Cesspools  and  Septic 
Tanks 

Insanitary  Conditions  of  Ditches  and  Ponds 

Flooding  

Accumulations  of  Refuse 

Defective  Dustbins  and  Insanitary  Ashpits 

Offensive  Odours  

Smoke  and  Dust  Nuisances  ... 

Unsound  Food 

Milk — Dirty  and  Defective  Churns  and  Bottles  ... 

Water  Supply • 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  

Infestations  by  Flies,  Wasps,  etc 

Infestations  by  Rabbits  & Moles 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Hens 

Caravans  

Miscellaneous 


37 
1 

38 
6 
9 

12 

1 

11 

3 

64 

1 

5 

42 

5 

2 

8 

2 

3 


250 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  requiring  extensive 
disinfection  during  the  year.  Verminous  conditions  in  this  district 
are  not  numerous  and  no  disinfestation  was  necessary  in  respect  of 
bed  bugs. 

The  premises  dealt  with  were  as  follows  : — 


Bed  Bugs  

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of  Rooms 
Sprayed  or 
Fumigated 

Household 

Effects 

Treated 

Separately 

Other  Vermin 

3 

5 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

8 

10 



Other  Causes  ... 

...  13 

19 

— 

24 

34 

All  School  kitchens  and  dining  rooms  in  the  Council’s  district 
were  sprayed  with  Gammexane  emulsion  during  August,  as  a pre- 
ventive measure  against  fly  infestation. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  major  works  of  sewerage  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

HOUSING. 

No  progress  has  been  made  in  reducing  the  number  of  occupied 
dwellings  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  because  of  the 
shortage  of  alternative  accommodation.  During  the  year  statutory 
action  was  taken  to  prevent  a shed  in  Bulkeley  Road,  Handforth, 
being  used  as  a dwelling,  and  one  house  in  Altrincham  Road,  Morley, 
was  demolished  because  of  its  unfitness,  by  arrangement  with  the 
owner,  without  taking  formal  action. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  licences  issued  in  the  past  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  permitting  the  use  of  moveable  dwellings  have  been 
very  limited  in  number,  and  they  have  always  been  confined  to 
individual  applicants  requiring  to  station  caravans  for  their  own 
use  on  sites  in  isolated  positions.  During  1951  an  application  for  the 
establishment  of  a camping  site  for  caravans  was  made  and  considered 
by  the  Council,  who  eventually  granted  a licence  subject  to  certain 
conditions.  This  is  the  first  and  only  camping  site  approved  by  the 
Council,  and  the  number  of  caravans  which  may  use  the  site  must  not 
exceed  thirty-five  at  any  one  time. 

In  addition  five  licences  were  granted  to  persons,  allowing  them  to 
station  a moveable  dwelling  for  periods  not  exceeding  twelve  months, 
in  various  parts  of  the  district. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Meat  Inspection. 

In  Wilmslow  post  mortem  inspection  of  animals  intended  for 
human  consumption  is  still  limited  to  pigs  slaughtered  under  the 
self  suppliers  scheme  operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  except  for 
cases  of  emergency  slaughter. 

Eighty-one  Pigs  and  one  calf  were  inspected  during  the  year,  of 
which  seven  pigs  were  found  to  be  infected  with  tuberculosis.  From 
these  inspections  the  following  parts  and  organs  were  condemned. 


Home  Killed  Meat  lbs. 

Pigs  Heads  (6)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  72 

Lungs  (5)  6 

Spleens  (2)  

Liver  6 

Fat  £ 

Mesentery  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 


90 
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Other  Foods. 

From  the  following  list  it  will  be  noted  that  the  large  increase  in 
the  amount  of  tinned  foods  condemned  was  due  to  a considerable 
number  of  imported  tinned  hams  which  were  found  to  be  unlit  lor 
human  consumption.  The  condition  of  these  hams  was  common 
throughout  the  country  and  large  amounts  were  condemned  by  almost 
every  authority.  Eighty  Certificates  were  issued  to  food  retailers  in 
respect  of  the  following  amounts  of  food  stuffs  condemned. 


Tinned  and  Preserved  Food  Condemned. 

Meats 

Ham  

Soup  

Vegetables  

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices 

Milk  

Fish  

Spaghetti  

Marmalade 

Pickles 

Syrup  and  Honey  

Coffee 

Salad  Cream  and  Rennet 


Other  Food  Condemned. 

Ham  

Cheese  ... 

Margarine 

Sugar  

Poultry 


ciots. 

lbs. 

1 

51\ 

6 

107* 

— 

25* 

— 

72  f 

1 

70 

— 

5! 

— 

n 

— 

21 

— 

16* 

— 

3| 

— 

3 

1 

2* 

11 

57f 

cwts. 

lbs, 

— 

Hf 

— 

2i 

— 

43 

— 

84 

— 

8 

1 

37* 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Byelaws — Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food. 

As  this  report  covers  the  first  full  year  in  which  the  above 
Byelaws  have  been  in  operation  it  is  felt  that  a brief  survey  of  the 
action  taken  to  secure  the  execution  and  enforcement  of  these 
Byelaws  should  be  included. 

A preliminary  survey  of  all  food  shops  was  made  and  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Byelaws  discussed  with  the  shopkeepers,  who  had  already 
been  supplied  with  a copy.  Following  this  step  attention  was  paid  to 

33 


the  structural  condition  of  these  premises.  The  defects  found,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  were  not  in  the  actual  shop,  but  in  the  storage 
premises  behind  the  shop  and  in  the  cellars  used  for  the  storage  of 
food.  That  part  of  shops  where  the  public  have  access  were,  generally 
speaking,  found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  some  instances  the  state  of  the 
decorations  fell  below  a reasonable  standard,  and  in  these  cases  the 
firms  responsible  were  asked  to  carry  out  necessary  works  of 
decoration. 

Those  parts  of  shops  which  are  out  of  the  view  of  the  public, 
e.g.,  storage  rooms  and  cellars,  provided  a more  difficult  problem. 
In  several  cases  notices  were  served  on  firms  to  carry  out  such  work  as 
concreting  floors  of  cellars,  repairing  walls  and  ceilings  of  cellars, 
decorating  storage  rooms  and,  where  necessary,  prohibiting  storage 
of  food  in  cellars  altogether. 

The  provision  of  a constant  supply  of  hot  water  and  adequate 
washing  facilities  was  also  dealt  with.  In  many  cases  shops  were 
provided  with  a suitable  geyser  and  a sink  or  wash-hand  basin,  but 
in  others  the  only  means  of  heating  water  was  a kettle  over  a gas  ring. 
At  all  shops  where  a constant  supply  of  hot  water  was  not  available, 
that  is,  where  a geyser  was  not  fixed  or  where  a hot  water  system  was 
not  installed,  the  firm  responsible  was  asked  to  provide  such  facilities, 
and  in  all  cases  this  was  carried  out. 

By  far  the  greatest  difficulty  encountered  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
Bye-laws  has  been  those  provisions  relating  to  the  display  of  food, 
especially  the  clause  dealing  with  the  protection  of  food  from  varying 
sources  of  contamination.  The  difficulty  presented  itself  in  three 
forms,  namely  : — 

(a)  the  open  fronted  shop  (e.g.  fishmongers). 

( b ) the  practice  of  displaying  fruit  and  vegetables  outside  shops, 
and 

(c)  the  display  of  uncovered  and  unwrapped  food  stuffs,  such  as 
cakes,  biscuits,  etc.,  on  counters  and  in  such  other  positions 
that  contamination  by  customers  was  possible. 

The  question  of  the  open  fronted  shop  of  the  fishmongers  has  still 
to  be  dealt  with,  but  the  problem  of  confectioners  and  greengrocers  was 
tackled  at  once.  At  every  inspection  of  confectioners  shops  the 
importance  of  protecting  food  from  contamination  was  stressed,  and 
in  every  instance  where  food  was  seen  displayed  inadequately  covered 
the  manager  or  proprietor’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  matter,  in 
all  cases  with  successful  results.  However,  it  has  been  found  that 
success  was  only  temporary  and  similar  contraventions  have  since 
occurred  at  the  same  shops.  The  usual  excuses  in  such  cases  have 
been  the  lack  of  care  of  an  assistant,  the  insufficient  capacity  of  the 
glass  display  cabinets,  or  the  remark  that  if  cakes,  etc.,  are  not 
displayed  sales  will  fall. 

At  greengrocers’  shops  a solution  has  been  found  by  asking  for 
certain  fruits  not  to  be  exposed  in  the  open  air  unless  adequately 
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protected,  and  that  all  other  vegetables  and  fruit  should  be  placed  at 
least  two  feet  from  the  ground.  Although  the  majority  of  greengrocers 
comply  there  are  still  cases  occurring  of  vegetables  being  placed  on 
the  pavement  where  fouling  by  dogs  is  possible. 

These  problems  relating  to  the  display  of  food  will  only  be  solved 
by  constantly  reminding  food  handlers  of  their  duties,  and  in  flagrant 
cases,  legal  action. 

The  number  of  businesses  to  which  these  Byelaws  apply  and 
which  have  been  inspected  at  regular  intervals,  is  as  follows  : — 


Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  ...  ...  57 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  20 

Bakehouses  17 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers ...  11 

Butchers  ...  18 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  9 

Fish  Fryers  ...  ...  4 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  47 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 18 

Licensed  Premises  v ...  19 

Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses  ...  ...  7 

Non-Residential  Clubs  4 

Small  Moveable  Eating  Places  ...  ...  2 

Industrial  and  Staff  Canteens  3 

Canteens  Preparing  School  Meals  5 

Schools  Serving  School  Meals  ...  ...  7 

Cooked  Meats ...  2 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Raw  Milk. 

The  supervision  of  the  retail  milk  supply  to  the  area  continued  as 
in  previous  years.  Two  samples  were  taken  from  nearly  all  producer 
retailers  and  dairymen  during  1951,  and  submitted  to  the  methylene 
blue  test.  From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  results 
obtained  were  again  very  satisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Raw  Milk. 


Designation 

From 

Retailers 

Tuberculin  tested 

20 

Accredited 

12 

Ungraded 

17 

49 


Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Experi- 

ments 

Total 

20 



Spoilt 

20 

11 

1 

— 

12 

15 

1 

1 

17 

46  2 l 49 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  during  the 
year,  under  the  above  Regulations  : — 

Dealer's  Supplementary  Total 
Licences  Licences 

Tuberculin-Tested  9 4 13 

There  was  an  increase  of  five  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk,  which  is  a step  in  the  right  direction. 


Heat  Treated  Milk. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 


The  following  licences  were  granted  under  the  above  Regulations 


during  1951  : — 

Dealer's 

Supplementary 

Total 

Licences 

Licences 

Pasteurised  . . . 

7 

3 

10 

Sterilised 

10 

3 

13 

The  sale  of  heat  treated  milk  is  also  on  the  increase,  there  being 
two  more  licences  granted  than  in  1950. 


Samples  of  heat  treated  milk  from  the  local  pasteurising  plant 
and  other  sources  outside  the  area  were  taken  at  monthly  intervals 
and  the  results  are  summarised  in  the  following  table.  For  the  second 
year  in  succession  no  unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained  from  this 
type  of  milk. 


From  Local 
No.  Satis- 
Taken  factory 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

Methylene  Blue  ...  9 9 

Phosphatase  Test  ...  9 9 

Sterilised  Milk. 

Turbidity  Test  ...  — — 


Dairy 

From 

Outside 

Sources 

Unsatis- 

No. 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

1  factory 

Taken 

factory 

factory 

__ 

25 

25 

— 

— 

25 

25 

— 

. 

7 

7 



EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty-four  samples  of  milk  retailed  in  the  district  were 
submitted  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  and  of 
this  number,  two  gave  positive  results.  Both  samples  came  from 
farms  where  the  milk  is  retailed  direct  by  the  farmer  in  a raw  condition. 
For  this  reason  it  was  considered  necessary  to  serve  notices  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949,  requiring  the  milk  from  the 
farms  in  question  to  be  heat  treated  until  the  herds  were  again  declared 
free  from  tuberculous  infection. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  EXAMINED  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Designation. 
Pasteurised  ... 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Positive 

Negative 

Experiments 

Spoilt 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

...  

— 

1 

1 

Accredited 

10 

1 

8 

Ungraded  

14 

1 

12 

24 

2 

20 

2 

ICE  CREAM. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  increased  by  two,  bringing  the  total  of  manufacturers  and 
retailers  for  1951  to  42,  which  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured 

and  sold  ..  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  6 

Number  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  retailed  only  ...  36 

From  the  above  premises  sixty-six  samples  of  ice  cream  were 
submitted  for  examination  and  graded  as  follows  : — 


Total 

Grade 

I 

Grade 

II 

Grade 

III 

Grade 

IV 

Manufactured  locally 

8 

6 

1 

1 

— 

Made  elsewhere 

58 

50 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

66 

56 

4 

6 

— 

For  the  first  time  since  the  provisional  grading  scheme  for  ice 
cream  was  introduced  no  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  IV.  This  is, 
I think,  a general  indication  that  the  stricter  legislation  which  came 
into  force  five  years  ago  is  having  the  desired  effect  on  the  industry, 
and  the  methods  employed  in  the  manufacture,  handling  and  storing 
of  this  commodity  are  definitely  improving.  It  is  also  worthy  of 
note  that  85%  of  the  samples  taken  were  placed  in  Grade  I.  For  the 
Council’s  information  it  should  be  stressed  that  the  hygienic  quality 
of  any  particular  make  of  ice  cream  should  not  be  judged  on  one 
sample  alone,  but  rather  on  a series  of  samples.  It  is  recommended 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  that  at  least  50%  of  a 
vendor’s  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1,  80%  into  Grades  I or  II, 
not  more  than  20%  into  Grade  III  and  none  into  Grade  IV. 

Ice  Lollies. 

Four  samples  of  ice  lollies  were  also  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  has  been  no  further  extension  of  water  mains  (except  on 
new  estates),  during  the  year.  A few  houses  are  still  not  within  reach 
of  a public  main  and  have  to  rely  on  wells  as  their  source  of  supply. 
The  number  of  houses  not  connected  to  a public  main  was  reduced 
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from  30  to  28.  These  premises  are  situated  in  the  following  parts  of 
the  district  : — 


Ward 

Dean  Row 
Handforth 
Hough  ... 
Morley  ... 
Styal 


No.  of  premises 
Without  Main 
supply 
2 
6 
5 
13 
2 


28 


It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  reduce  this  number  much 
further  because  most  of  the  premises  are  a considerable  distance  from 
the  main.  Samples  are  taken  annually  from  the  wells  with  a 
“ suspicious  ” record,  and  the  persons  using  the  wells  are  advised  of 
the  results.  During  1951,  nine  samples  of  well  water  were  examined 
and  gave  the  following  results  : — 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
3 6 

The  premises  from  which  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained 
are  too  far  distant  from  the  existing  mains  to  allow  the  Council  to 
compel  the  owners  to  provide  a main  supply. 

Stockport  Corporation  Main  Supply. 

A routine  sample  of  water  supplied  to  this  district  from  the 
Corporation  mains  was  examined  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

This  service  was  operated  as  in  previous  years.  All  Council 
properties  received  periodical  treatments  and  the  sewers  were  test 
baited  and  found  to  be  free  from  infestations.  There  are  no  major 
infestations  in  the  area  and  most  of  the  complaints  received  referred  to 
the  presence  of  rats  in  small  colonies  only,  generally  near  to  pigs  or 
poultry.  Steps  are  taken  to  destroy  small  colonies  as  soon  as  their 
presence  is  discovered,  and  a considerable  part  of  the  Rat  Catcher’s 
time  is  spent  in  locating  new  infestations  before  complaints  are  made. 

The  following  statement  is  a summary  of  his  work  during  1951  : — 


No.  of  Premises  Surveyed  ... 

298 

No.  of  Premises  Treated 

197 

Methods  employed — Poisoning  : 

No.  of  pre-baits  laid  ... 

7,832 

No.  of  poison  baits  laid 

2,501 

No.  of  post  baits  laid  ... 

245 

Results  obtained  : No.  of  bodies  found  ... 

261 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Collection. 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  a weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse  was  given.  This  improvement  was  due  to  the  acquisition  of 
another  improved  type  of  refuse  collection  vehicle  of  greater  carrying 
capacity  than  the  one  it  replaced.  The  new  vehicle  went  into  service 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1951,  and  in  addition  to  reducing  the  period  of 
collection,  enabled  the  establishment  of  the  department  to  be  reduced 
by  two  men. 

Disposal. 

Land  off  Newgate  Road  in  the  ownership  of  the  Council  continues 
to  be  the  disposal  point  for  all  Wilmslow’s  house  refuse,  including 
that  from  the  R.A.F.  Camp. 

Salvage. 

Prices  for  waste  materials  reached  a very  high  level  during  1951j 
and  was  the  reason  for  certain  unauthorised  persons  taking  an  interest 
in  the  Council’s  salvage  activities.  The  salvage  building  at  the  refuse 
tip  was  broken  into  on  several  occasions,  and  materials  were  stolen, 
but  fortunately  three  successful  prosecutions  by  the  Police  had  the 
effect  of  discouraging  this  practice.  The  value  and  weight  of  the 
materials  sold  are  as  follows  : — 

Weight  Value 


Tons 

czvts. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper,  books,  etc.  ... 

289 

2 

84 

4,617 

11 

11 

Ferrous  metals  

20 

6 

28 

56 

0 

7 

Baled  tins 

19 

8 

84 

72 

12 

6 

Non-ferrous  metals 

1 

6 

88 

135 

9 

11 

Textiles  

17 

12 

30 

586 

5 

2 

Glassware 

7 

19 

106 

45 

19 

9 

355 

16 

84  £5,513 

19 

10 

The  income  was  nearly  double  that  of  the  previous  best  year  and 
after  deducting  the  working  expenses  (£2,056),  a record  profit  of 
£3,457  was  made.  In  addition  Wilmslow  was  successful  in  winning 
a fourth  prize  of  £100  in  the  National  Waste  Paper  Contest,  1951. 
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